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We Are Not Alone - The Other Huntsvilles
DEX NILSSON

Most residents know that Huntsville, Alabama, was named for Revo
lutionary War veteran John Hunt. In 1804, Hunt saw the great limestone
spring Indians had talked about and a year later brought his family to settle
here, erecting a cabin, and establishing the start of the community that would
bear his name.
But there are (or were) over twenty other places named Huntsville in
the country. Two are named for our city. Some, not surprisingly, are named
for folks named Hunt, but none apparently related to our John. The origins
of still other places are not always clear. Here are the stories of the other
Huntsvilles:
Arkansas - Huntsville is in Madison County, in the northwest comer of the
state, about 20 miles east of Fayetteville and the University of Arkansas.1It
is a town of about 2,000 people. Explorers came into the region in 1827
naming the place after their home town of Huntsville, Alabama. Madison
County was established in 1836, and it was clear that Huntsville would be
the county seat. The name was made official in 1840.2
Colorado - A list of Colorado places3 lists Huntsville as being established
in 1860 when the area was still part of the Kansas Territory. There was a
post office there from 1860-1871. Location was in what is now Douglas
County, just south of Denver.
Connecticut - In the far northwest comer of the state are villages of Canaan,
North Canaan, and South Canaan, all in Litchfield County. Present-day
Canaan had previous names, one of which was Huntsville.4 Huntsville was
east of Canaan as mentioned in The Connecticut Guide of 1935: “About 1
1/2 miles from South Canaan, a road climbs south .... Farther east on R. 43
we pass the hamlet of Huntsville, seat of an early iron forge.” 5
Illinois - It’s not on standard maps, but there is a Huntsville at zip code
62344 in Schuyler County about five miles northwest of the village of
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Camden. Schuyler County is in rural western Illinois. There are on-line
histories of Huntsville detailing the first residents from Pennsylvania, Vir
ginia, and Kentucky, and saying that the village was laid out in 1836.6 There
was no settler named Hunt, none came from the South, and none of the
histories tell why the village was named Huntsville. One write-up men
tions “As the records have been lost, the particulars cannot be given.” John
Reinhardt, supervisor at the Illinois State Archives, says the state has no
additional information.7 Current population is 160.8
Indiana - There are two Huntsville villages in Indiana. They seem to be
named for a Hunt family who settled in the east central part of the state.
Huntsville in Madison County was laid out in 1830 by Enos Adamson and
Eleazer Hunt, and Huntsville in Randolph County in 1834 by land owners
William and Miles Hunt.9 The first village is about 20 miles northeast of
Indianapolis, the second 35 miles further east.
Kansas - There is a Huntsville Township in Reno County about 20 miles
west of Hutchinson, which is the county seat, and a little way below the
Arkansas River. A Kansas state history10discusses the area in 1870 thusly:
“The first settler was Lewis M. Thomas, who located a claim in Little River
Township in Nov. 1870. The next month he went to Lawrence to purchase
supplies and on his return was accompanied by John Hunt, who located in
the valley of the Little Arkansas.” By 1873 there was a town there called
Huntsville, but by 1905, it had disappeared.
Kentucky - Huntsville is about 50 miles northeast of Bowling Green, in
Butler County. It is a tiny community named for early settler Daniel Hunt.11
Maryland - A community called Huntsville exists in Prince Georges County
just east of the District of Columbia line. It was listed in the 1940 G a zettee r
o f Maryland which simply said it was “in Prince Georges County.” It ap
peared again in the 1993 listing of “Maryland Place Names from the files
of the Geological Survey” by the Maryland State Archives which pinpointed
it by longitude and latitude and located it on its map.12 But it’s not on any
road map, there is no description of it in the usual Maryland place name
references, and researchers at both the Maryland Historical Society in Bal
timore and the Prince Georges County Library Maryland Room could pro
vide no additional information about it.13
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Minnesota - Huntsville is a township in Polk County in the northwestern
part of the state just across the Red River from Grand Forks, North Dakota.
Its population is 586. It was organized and named in 1874 for Bena Hunt,
one of its first settlers. Bena had arrived from Winona in the distant south
eastern corner of M innesota.14
At one time there was a second Huntsville Township, this one in Marshall
County, a bit further north and named because it was a good hunting place
- for moose! Its name was changed to Huntley in 1902 to avoid conflict
between the two.15
Missouri - Huntsville is a town of about 1,500 in Randolph County, in the
middle of the state and halfway between St. Louis and Kansas City. It was
settled about 1821. In 1830 it became the county seat. Four landowners,
including Daniel Hunt of Kentucky, donated land for the courthouse. Hunt
had been the first of the four to have settled in the area, so the town was
named for him. This may be the same Daniel Hunt for whom Huntsville,
Kentucky, is named.1617
New Jersey - It’s not on most maps and it doesn’t have a zip code, but its
half-dozen old buildings are still there, in Sussex County, between Andover
and Johnsonburg in the far northwest part of the state. The first recorded
name was Pettitt’s Mill, a gristmill, in the 1700s. In the early 1800s, Judge
Abraham Hunt took possession of the mill property, and the surrounding
hamlet became known as Huntsville.18
North Carolina - A town named Huntsville was chartered in Yadkin County,
just west of today’s Winston-Salem, in 1792 by Charles Hunt of Salisbury
who sold lots there. The town was re-chartered in 1822, 19 but has long
since disappeared.
Today there is a Huntsville Elementary School in Huntsville Township in
Rockingham County. The county is in central North Carolina just below
the Virginia state line. School principal Judy Coleman relates20 informa
tion from Bob Carter, the county historian: “Huntsville was one of the seven
original townships created as part of Reconstruction in the county after the
Civil War. The community took its name from the ‘Northern Hunters,’ former
soldiers from the North who traveled back to the area after the war to hunt
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quail on the fertile hunting ground found in many Piedmont communities.
The hunters paid landowners’ property taxes in exchange for being allowed
to hunt on the land. Thus the name Huntsville seemed appropriate.”
Ohio - Huntsville is a village in Logan County about 50 miles northwest
of Columbus. The first buildings were constructed in the early 1840s, and
the village was surveyed in 1846 on land owned by George Hover and
Thomas Wishart. Was it named for them? No, it was named for Aaron L.
Hunt who had done the surveying! 21 The town began growing in 1847
when the Mad River and Lake Erie Railroad arrived. Huntsville was fi
nally incorporated in 1865. In the census of 1890, population was 430; in
the census of 2000, it was 4 5 4 .22
Oklahoma - Huntville (no s) was in Kingfisher County, about 25 miles
northwest of Oklahoma City. It had a post office from 1892 until 1903, but
it no longer exists. It had been named for the first postmaster, John M.
H u n t.23
Pennsylvania - Wilkes-Barre is the major city of Luzerne County. Less
than ten miles northwest in Jackson Township is the tiny community of
Huntsville. One of the first pioneers in the township was Levi Hunt, a Revo
lutionary War veteran from Connecticut, and it is his name that Huntsville
celebrates.24
Rhode Island - Providence County is the northern county in the state. An
undated on-line list25 named Populated Places in the County o f Providence,
Rhode Island, includes Huntsville. I could find no present-day information
about it.
Tennessee - Huntsville is the seat of Scott County. It is about fifty miles
northwest of Knoxville and near the Kentucky state line. It was “named in
honor of an early hunter.” 26 Population in the 2000 census was 981.
Texas - Huntsville is in northeast Texas, in Walker County, a city of about
35,000 people. It was formed in 1836 when Pleasant and Ephraim Gray
opened a trading post on the site. Ephraim became the first postmaster in
1837 and named the place after his home town of Huntsville, Alabama.27
But brother Pleasant had moved there earlier and was really the first to
name the area as Huntsville, albeit informally.28
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Huntsville, Texas, is best known for being the site of Texas prison execu
tions, but it is also the home of Sam Houston, first president of the Repub
lic of Texas, and home of Sam Houston State University.29
Utah - Thiokol Chemical Corporation was once one of this city’s largest
employers and a leading supplier of solid-propellant rockets. In the mid
1950s the company bought extensive lands in Utah near Brigham City for
its rocket test range, and several people from here moved there. About 25
miles southeast of Brigham City is the village of Huntsville, and you might
think there’s a connection. Sorry, there’s not. Huntsville, Utah, was founded
in 1861, when a group of seven families settled there and named it for
Captain Jefferson Hunt, one of their leaders.30 Population today is about
650.31
Vermont - An on-line listing32 says a community of Fairfax was created by
grant in 1763. Within it was a place called Huntsville. On a map of 1895 33
it is shown as Hunt V. next to Fairfax. It turns out that it is not a town by
itself but is and always has been part of the town of Fairfax. In Fairfax it is
known as the Huntville (no 5 ) community, and there are also a Hunt Street
and a Hunt House, all named for an early Hunt family.34Fairfax is in Franklin
County in the northwest comer of the state, bordering Lake Champlain.
Washington - In remote southeastern Columbia County on the Touchet
River35 is a tiny community called Huntsville. It was “named for a pioneer
Hunt family.” 36There is no further detail. In that area is a Huntsville Cem
etery, explored by the county genealogical society in 1978, but of the 22
graves, none are for someone named Hunt.37
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